Dear Class:
This is the schedule and guidelines for the “research proposal” portion of the course.

1.
Oct 8 – Oct 24

· Develop an idea of a proposed research in the area of structural engineering (as if it were a master’s thesis or as a take-home PhD qualifying exam) that you would like to pursue.

· Summarize this research idea in one page (only) including a possible title; rationale (why you think this research is needed); whether it is going to be an analytical study or experimental study, or both; and how long this research will take for you to finish. (Do not consider the required budget and facilities.)
· You may develop ideas from the presentations by the lecturers, or from any other source.  In any case, it is necessary to give some references in the one-page description (such as books, published papers, lectures of this class or a lecture you heard before, etc.  The references cited need not be an exhausted listing.).

· Submit this one-page description (I call it “a draft of an abstract.”) electronically to Professor Lee on or before October 24.

2.
Oct 29

· Discussions of the one-page descriptions in class and identify additional information needed.  Sample abstracts will be provided and discussed.

3.
Oct 29 - Nov 5

· Schedule 30 minute meeting individually with Professor Lee to discuss the contents of the research proposal and prepare a draft of your abstract.

4.
Nov 14

· One-page abstract and one-page table of contents to be submitted electronically to Professor Lee.
5.
Nov 19 & Nov 26
· No classes.  Students may schedule individual meetings with Professor Lee to discuss their research proposals.
6.
Dec 3 & Dec 6 - Presentations of research proposals (20 minutes per person)
7.
Dec 10 - Submission of research proposals electronically to Professor Lee

**REMINDER**  -  Class dates with invited lecturers:

Thursday, Oct. 18

Monday, Oct. 22

Monday, Nov. 5

Monday, Nov. 12
